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In her mesmerizing sixth poetry collection, Blood Wolf Moon, Elise Paschen weaves 
constellations throughout, of stars and birds and light and darkness and beauty 
and horror and nature and humans and history, making shape and meaning of 

what’s around us and even who we are. 
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Blood Wolf Moon 

POETRY BY 

Elise Paschen 

In her riveting sixth poetry collection, Blood Wolf Moon, Elise Paschen explores the 
story lines of her Osage heritage. The core of the book grapples with a dark period of 
American history, “The Reign of Terror,” when outsiders murdered individual 
members of the Osage for their oil headrights. Paschen searches her cultural past and 
family history in poems about the land, ancestors, childhood, loss, nature, 
transformation, flight, and language. In this cinematic book, she builds drama in 
overlapping narratives, reinventing ways to approach the line on the page. Described 
by poet Timothy Donnelly as “one of today’s most formally astute poets,” Paschen 
opens Blood Wolf Moon with the long poem, “Heritage,” a bracelet of crown poems, 
then shifts registers to formal poems and prose sequences. Poet and editor Esther 
Belin calls the concluding poems with their use of Osage language, “significant leaps 
into literary sovereignty.” Blood Wolf Moon captivates with its emotional intensity and 
unrelenting quest for the translation of identity. It’s a book you can’t put down. 
 

ADVANCE PRAISE 
 “Elise Paschen’s powerful new book of poetry, Blood Wolf Moon, is the culmination of 
investigating contradictory layers of familial and cultural heritage. The epigraph comes 
from an Osage song, “To the door of the House of Mystery I have come,” such an 
appropriate invitation to this collection. The heritage of parentage is most potent in 
this living, however, in that configuration is the ongoing mystery the mother root 
provokes in daughters, especially when your mother belongs to the world, not just the 
domestic sphere. Paschen is always formally aware. In this endeavor, the formal weave 
embraces give, and she finds a taut freedom. She flies. This is her best book."  

—Joy Harjo, former US Poet Laureate 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Elise Paschen, an enrolled member of the Osage Nation, is the author of Tallchief, The 
Nightlife, Bestiary, Infidelities (winner of the Nicholas Roerich Poetry Prize), and Houses: 
Coasts. As an undergraduate at Harvard, she received the Garrison Medal for poetry. 
She holds MPhil and DPhil degrees from Oxford University. Her poems have been 
published widely, including in Poetry magazine, the New Yorker, When the Light of the 
World Was Subdued, Our Songs Came Through: A Norton Anthology of Native Nations Poetry 
and The Best American Poetry. She is the editor of The Eloquent Poem and has edited or 
coedited numerous other anthologies, including the New York Times bestseller, Poetry 
Speaks. A cofounder of Poetry in Motion, Paschen teaches in the MFA Writing program 
at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
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MORE PRAISE FOR BLOOD WOLF MOON 
 

“‘I have a name / 𐓻𐓘𐓻𐓟 𐓘𐓜𐓣́͘𐓟.’ These are the final lines of “Heritage,” a brilliant 
series of crowns that begins Elise Paschen’s remarkable Blood Wolf Moon. In 
poems both lyrical and conversational, both traditional and experimental, 
Paschen explores what it means to name one’s personal and tribal past while 
looking for the language to aptly articulate our present condition. A magical map 
of memory and vision, Blood Wolf Moon connects the poet to Oklahoma, Chicago, 
France, her children, her ancestors, the Osage language, the Wahzhazhe, and even 
Killers of the Flower Moon. Paschen’s poems chart the many paths to the poet’s 
identity, but they also illuminate our own journeys. Blood Wolf Moon is smart and 
sad and beautiful and haunting. I love this book. It is a revelation.” 

—Dean Rader, author of Self-Portrait as Wikipedia Entry 

 
FROM BLOOD WOLF MOON 

At home in Chicago 

every day I pass   

family photographs framed 

on walls. My great grandfather’s 

       oval sepia portrait  

of his boyish face 

replicated on the headstone. 

      Instead of the young bride, 

here is Eliza, a tribal elder,        

wrapped in a multi-colored 

   blanket, standing outside  

her front porch, a photo 

taken after all those years 

she outlived him.  
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